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Ser Question Reply 

1.  Do ex-sailors become eligible for Special 
Pension if a similarly placed sailor is 
granted Special Pension according the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court Judgment dt 27 
Oct 16 paragraph 25?  

No. The ex-sailor is not eligible for 
grant of Special Pension if had not 
opted for continuation/retention in 
active service on completion of initial 
engagement period and he chose to 
exercise an option to take discharge 
from active service on expiry of 
engagement of service.  

2.  Provide the reasons and a copy of 
relevant regulations by which he become 
not eligible. 

GOI MoD letter 4/10/2017/D(P/L) 
dated 26 Sep 2017. He becomes 
ineligible if he does not meet the 
eligibility criteria laid down in GoI 
letter. 

3.  Has the special pension been denied 
based on any existing rules of the Indian 
Navy?  

 Yes. Under Naval Pension 
Regulations 1964, you were 
discharged from service because 
you decided to give “unwillingness” 
for further engagement and not due 
to any change of Govt. Policy. 

4.  If so kindly, inform me the relevant rules 
or provisions, under which it was denied. 

Regulation 95 of Naval Pension 
Regulations, 1964 

5.  When the system of transferring sailors 
to reserve service has stopped by the 
Govt. of India, how could , anyone be 
kept in reserve after 03.7.76, even if a 
willingness to further service is given?  

 The policy of induction of 
sailors in Fleet Reserve was stopped 
w.e.f. 03 Jul 1976.  This policy 
change disallowed induction of sailor 
into Fleet Reserve w.e.f. 03 Jul 1976 
but did not disallow sailors to opt for 
Fleet Reserve prior to the cardinal 
date of 03 Jul 1976. 

6.  Had anyone given willingness for further 
service on completion of initial 
engagement, such person would have 
been entitled to a better service pension. 
As such when none of us has claimed 
for a normal pension, what is the 
relevance of giving willingness or 
unwillingness in the matter of specia 
pension?  

 Those sailors who submitted 
“unwillingness to serve” further in 
Navy have NOT been considered for 
award of Special Pension. 
 
However, those sailors (prior to 03 
Jul 1976) who inspite giving 
“willingness to serve” were NOT 
drafted into Fleet Reserve are now 
being considered for award of 
Special Pension. 

7.  Regulation 95 of naval pension 
regulations is relevant and applicable 
only related to "special pension" and 
could be applicable, when the reservists 
system is stopped by way of a govt 
order. By the notification of GOI letter 
dated 03.7.76, these conditions of 
eligibility of special pension, has already 
been met by all who joined service prior 
to 03.7.76 and left service after this 

 Regulation 95 of Naval 
Pension Regulations, 1964 applies 
to those sailors who could not be 
drafted into Fleet Reserve due to 
change of Govt. policy and is solely 
applicable for sailors who were 
enrolled in Navy prior to 03 Jul 1976 
and who did not give “unwillingness” 
for further engagement. 
None of the sailors (enrolled prior to 



 

dated without a normal service pension. 03 Jul 1976) were discharged from 
service due to change in policy (of 
induction into Fleet Reserve). 
 
The changed rule only applied to 
those sailors who were enrolled post 
03 Jul 1976.  So, the change of 
Govt. Policy pertaining to the 
stopping of Fleet Reserve Service 
did not affect you and that you were 
at liberty to opt for Fleet Reserve, in 
case you were willing.   

8.  In the scope of special pension to sailors 
of Indian Navy, are there any other 
regulations other than regulation 95 that 
govern the grant of Special Pension? 

No. Special Pension is governed by  
Regulation 95 of Naval Pension 
Regulations, 1964.   

9.  Regarding the procedure of obtaining 
willingness / unwillingness option for 
extended service from sailors with initial 
engagement of 10 years, was this 
procedure in force and followed prior to 
3rd Jul 1976 and continued to be 
followed after 3rd Jul 1976 as a routine 
procedure irrespective of Govt. order 
dated 03 Jul 1976 discontinuing Fleet 
Reserve Force?  

Yes. Procedure for obtaining  
willingness / unwillingness for further 
service from sailors due for release 
has been uniformly followed in the 
Navy. 

10.  Was any willingness/ unwillingness 
option for extended service given 
specifically following Govt order dated 03 
Jul 1976 to a sailor being affected by 
that order? 

No.  As per the procedure. 

11.  Can any reason be given for not paying 
entitled Special Pension in a routine 
manner from the date of my release on 
31 Jan 1977, like the payment of any 
other pension? Except in the amount or 
rate of pension every procedure is same.  

Special Pension was not given w.e.f 
31 Jan 1977 because of following 
reasons:- 
(i) Discharged from service 
because ex-sailor decided to give 
“unwillingness” for further 
engagement and not due to any 
Govt. Policy change. 
(ii) Did not opt to be drafted into 
Fleet Reserve while being in service 
(prior to 03 Jul 1976). Also, ex-sailor 
did not exercise an option to sign for 
further reengagement so as to be 
eligible for Service Pension. 
(iii) Under Section 95 of Naval 
Pension Regulation 1964, it is only 
now that Hon’ble Supreme Court 
has ordered award Special Pension 
(as per CA 2147/2011 and CA 
8566/2014). 
 


